
Sound in Nature 

 

Materials Needed: 

Variety of books on the five senses and the science of sound, and Raindrops Roll 

Fabric strips for blindfolds 

Paper towel tubes, paint & brushes or markers and crayons, duct tape, aluminum foil 

Procedures: 

1. 5 minutes: Ask the students what sounds they hear when they are outside in nature. 

2. 10 -15 minutes: Read the book Raindrops Roll and discuss how rain sounds when it falls. 

3. 5- 10 minutes: Make a “rainstorm” with your fingers and hands 

a. Divide the group into 3 parts 

b. Each group has a job: group 1 rubs their hands together, group 2 snaps their fingers, group 3 claps their 

hands on a table or their legs 

c. Start with group 1 softly, then slowly add in group 2, finally group 3 

d. Have the students begin to rub, snap, and clap faster to create a larger “storm” 

e. Have the group reverse by dropping out 3, 2, and then 1 so that it goes back to a light rain before ending 

4. 15 - 20 minutes: Create personalized rain sticks 

a. Cover one end of a paper towel roll with duct tape. 

b. Crumple a thin tube-shaped mass of aluminum foil and insert it inside the paper towel roll. 

c. Fill the inside about 1/4 the way full with your grain mixture. 

d. Cover the other open end of the paper towel roll with duct tape. 

e. Decorate 

5. 10 - 15 minutes: Take the group outside with their science notebooks and a pencil and have them close their 

eyes for 60 seconds and listen for the sounds around them.  Students should then record in their notebooks as 

many sounds they can remember.  This can be done twice so that students get the opportunity to try and listen 

closely a second time. 

6. 10 – 15 minutes: Remaining outside, have the students divide into pairs.  Pick an object like a tree, a bush, a 

bench, etc. to be the goal.  It should be about 10 to 15 feet from where the students start. Using the blindfolds, 

have one partner talk to the other partner and try to get them to move to an object you have designated as an 

ending location.  This can be done indoors if the weather is poor.  Have the students record whether it was 

easier to move without the use of their sense of vision.    

7. 5 minutes: Read a passage about how sound changes depending on whether the sound is coming toward you or 

moving away from you. Ask students to share whether they noticed this during the last activity. 

Wrap-Up 

5 -10 minutes: Have students share some of the sounds they heard while they were outside.  Were there any sounds 

they had never heard before? 


